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SUBJ : PRIME MINISTER GANDHI ON INDO-US RELATION S

WE ARE ADVISED ON STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL BASIS THAT MRS . GANDH I
TOLD NEWSMA N IN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW DEC 22 THAT :
(A) INDO-AMERICAN RELATION S CAN GET BACK TO NORMAL TODAY IF U S
WANTS. INSOFAR AS I'M CONCER N ED, THEY ARE PERFECTLY NORMAL ,

I HAVE NOTHING AGAINST US . I'M DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO PEOPLE OF U S.
I CAN'T TELL YOU HOW MANY HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF LETTERS I HAV E
RECEIVED FROM EMINENT PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT FIELDS OF ACTIVITY I N US

RIGHT DOWN TO SCHOOL CHILD R E N IN THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH AND SIXT H
GRADES . I' VE BEEN VERY GREATLY TOUCHED BY THEIR SENTIMENTS .

(B) AS TO MISUNDERSTANDING BY PRESIDENT NIXON OF INDIA'S CASE . IT' S

NOT JUST A QUESTION OF INDIA'S CASE INSOFA R AS BANGLA DESH I S
CONCERNED . IT'S A QUESTIO N OF RECOGNIZING WHAT INDIA IS, WHA T

INDIA STANDS FOR AND WHAT I N DIA WANTS TO DO . WE HAVE NEVE R
ACCEPTED THEORY OF BALANCE OF POWER, AND WE HA V E NO INTENTIO N

DOING IT NOW .
(C) THERE IS FANTASTIC NONSENSE BEING TALKED ABOUT IN US ABOU T

OUR HAVING R ECEIVED PRO M ISES FROM THE SOVIET UNION (I .E . ,
CONCERNING SOVIET INTERVENTI ON AGAINST 7TH FLEET AND AGAINS T
C H INA) . I ASSURE YOU THAT THESE MATTERS WERE NOT TALKED OVE R
WITH SOVIETS AND IF AFTER ALL THIS US REFUSES TO RECOGNIZE WHA T

SORT OF PERSON I AM AND WHAT SORT OF COUNTRY I N DIA IS, THEN, I' M

AFRAID., I CAN'T SAY WH AT W ILL HAPPEN AND WHAT SORT OF RELATION -
SNP WE WILL HAVE . YOU MUST BE ABLE TO JUDGE A PERSON AND KNO W
WHAT THEY'RE LIKE .
(D) AS TO THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF WAR,

Rick Moss
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WE'LL HAVE SOME HARDSHIP BUT W E ARE USED TO IT AND CAN BEA R
IT.  WE ARE ALSO DETERMINED TO CUT DOWN ON ALL FOREIGN AIDE N O

MATTER WHAT CONSE Q UENCES WILL BE . THIS REGARD, WE WANT TO B E
AS SELF RELIAN T AS POSSIBLE, FROM ALL SOURCES, INSOFAR A S

POSSIBL E.
GB- 4
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